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Rebuilding, Revival And Restoration Of The People Of God

“And then the end will come.”  You find that phrase in Daniel 9:26.  It’s talking about the coming of the Lord, the end of the rule of the Gentiles and the coming of the Lord.  You see it again in Matthew 24, “And then the end will come.”  Because the disciples had been asking Him, “And what will be the sign of Your coming? What will be the sign of the end, the end of the age?”  Then He says, “And the end will come.”  When that end comes all mankind is going to stand before Jesus Christ.  Those knees that have not bowed will bow at that time.  Those lips that have not confessed that Jesus Christ is Lord, will confess it but it will be too late.  But before all of that happens there is going to be a rapture, a catching up of the saints.  We believe that after the catching up of the saints, you will have the day of Christ.  You will have the time of the judgment seat of Christ, (2nd Cor. 5:10 and Rom. 13:10) when we will stand at the judgment seat of Christ and we will give an answer for the deeds done in our body.  So there is going to be a judgment for Christians and there is going to be a judgment for the world.  When the end comes, when the end comes of the church being here on the earth and the trumpet sounds and the dead in Christ are raised.  We who are alive and remain are caught up together with Him in the air that’s so to speak the ending of the church, the last person has come into the church then, we stand at the judgment seat of Christ.  The end has come.  Then when Christ comes and He sets up His kingdom and He gathers the nations and He separates the sheep from the goats.  Then there is an end for the judgment of the multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision.  Then at the end of the thousand year reign of Jesus Christ on the face of this earth, there is the resurrection of the dead.  There is the great white throne judgment.  The end has gone and there is judgment.  

What I want you to see is the end of life for the believer and the non-believer brings a time of judgment.  A time of evaluation, a time of when the books are opened and God looks at the books.  And He sees how we have done.  

(2nd Cor. 5:9-10) Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent [whether I’m in this body or absent from this body], to be pleasing to Him.  [So I want to ask you, “What is your ambition?”  Is it to be pleasing to Him.]  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.  So the end is coming.  I am going to weave all of this into Nehemiah because the end of our study of Nehemiah has come.  

What I want to do is I want us to look at what is the message of the end of Nehemiah to us as we finish this course.  What does it have to do with the fact that the end of the book has come?  What is the end of that message, because there is a day of reckoning when the end comes.  So I wanted you to see that.  

When you study the lives of great people or people that we now know contributed in a way to the world situation, you want to know what is the end. We just had an account on the news of a young man that was a movie star that just met his end at the age of 38.  He did an overdose on prescription drugs.  The end has come.  We think about that and we mourn and we grieve and think of the sadness of it all but where is he?  What is going to happen when he sees God face to face?  In all probability according to the word of God he’s in a place called hell right now.  That will eventually take him to the lake of fire, (Isa. 66:24) where the worm dies not and the fire is not quenched.  As a matter of fact that is the way of Isaiah ends.  The book of Isaiah that tells us about this great Redeemer that is coming, this One with whom God will share, never shares glory except with His Son.  This book ends with talking about the end of time and about the going over and looking down and seeing people in the lake of fire, where the worm dies not and the fire is not quenched.  It is the final words of Isaiah.  That’s the way Isaiah ends.  It’s good to know that there is a day of reckoning or to me it is good to know that there is a day of reckoning.  Because what it shows is the justice of God.  It shows the equity of God.  

I don’t know if you realize it but the first book that was ever printed on a printer was the Bible.  Up until then every book had to copied by hand, illustrated by hand.  When Johannes Gutenberg was a young man, he saw how they made the covers for these books and how they took these gold things and pushed them into the leather.  As a result of that he began thinking, I wonder if you could make letters and put them together to make words and put ink on them and print them so that they did not have to be written by hand.  Thirty years later he came up with a concept of the printing press.  He didn’t have any money to complete his project.  He went to a man and he asked this man to please finance him.  I think that he asked 800 guilders from Johann Fust and it had to be repaid with interest in five years.  That young man thought he could make it but he came short of those five years.  When he came short of those five years, a year past and two months before the Bible was completed.  The man that had loaned him the money demanded his equipment and all that he had done.  That man came in and took all that equipment by court order and that Bible and claimed that he was the first one to every print the Bible.  It wasn’t until just before he died that he confessed that he had lied.  Can you imagine what that did to Gutenberg?  You look at it and you say, “That’s unjust, that’s not fair, he shouldn’t have gotten away with it.”  He didn’t because the end will come.  When the end will come, we will be judged according to our deeds.

When you look at the book of Nehemiah [Go to the last verse of the last chapter] (13:31) and I [Nehemiah speaking] arranged for the supply of wood at appointed times and for the first fruits.  [Then what does he say?] Remember me, O my God, for good.  What did Nehemiah know?  Nehemiah knew that there was a day of remembrance.  Malachi was prophesying at this time.  Malachi talked about a book of remembrance that God was writing, that He was keeping, He was recording.  So the very last words of this book are “Remember me, O my God, for good.”  Not for evil.  So my question is, what do you want to say to God now?  What do you want God to remember you for now?  When you see Him face to face, what is the good that you are doing so that you can say to God, “Remember me, remember me, remember me at the judgment seat of Christ because that’s where we are going to stand.  So what do you want in your book?  What is the lesson that God has laid on my heart to pull out of this study for us out of Nehemiah 11-13 as we look and bring Nehemiah to an end.  The end of Nehemiah has come.  The end of your life hasn’t.  What is the lesson?  What is the application from this book?  That’s what I want to look at.  But before I do, what I want is to take us to the first six books of the Bible.  I want to see how those books end.  It’s very, very interesting.  David, my son, and I were talking about this.  How do the books of the Bible end?  How does Nehemiah end?  Because these books are written by God aren’t they?  They are written by God.  They are God breathed.  Holy men of God wrote, spoke, [2nd Peter 1:20-21 tells us] as they were moved by the Spirit of God.  No Scripture is of any private interpretation.  It was not devised by men but holy men of God spoke, wrote as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.  (2 Tim. 3:16) All Scripture is given by inspiration of God.  It’s God breathed.  So what does God want us to know and what does God want us to see?

How does Genesis end?  It ends with Joseph.  It is the account of one of Jacob’s sons.  You studied Joseph and it is a marvelous end but this is the book where he says in (Gen. 50:20) “As for you [speaking to his brothers], you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive.  In other words, what he is saying is, “What happened to me was a result of your evil but there is a God who was in charge of the evil of men [even as you see in Guttenburg’s life] a God that will bring us into account.  So the book of Genesis 50:24-26, ends with Joseph saying, “I am about to die bring my bones with you out of Egypt.”  It ends in Egypt.  It does not end in a good place.  It’s alright then, but there are 400 years of suffering that is going to come but it ends with this hope, this hope that you are going to come out of Egypt and you take my bones with you.  This is Genesis, the book of beginnings.

Go to the end of Exodus.  Now stop and think, because as you look at Nehemiah 11 & 12, the emphasis is on the temple.  The emphasis is on the worship.  The emphasis is on the priest.  The emphasis is on the Levites.  The emphasis is focused on God.  Well when you come to the end of Exodus 40, what you have is Moses completing the tabernacle.  So you have another individual, another faithful individual, Moses.  (Ex. 40:17-18) Now in the first month of the second year, on the first day of the month, the tabernacle was erected.  Moses erected the tabernacle and laid its sockets, and set up its boards, and inserted its bars and erected its pillars.  He talks about that and then what you have is the culmination, then cloud, the presence of God, the Shekinah Glory comes down and fills the tabernacle.  They have that blessed assurance that the cloud is going to lead you, when the cloud stops you stop or the fire stops you stop.  The fire from heaven at night when it moves you move.  So there is that blessed assurance that God is in charge.  God is sovereign.  God is going to go with you but you also see a man.

You come to the end of Leviticus, (Lev. 27) and it is so interesting when you think about all of this in the light of Nehemiah.  Because Nehemiah opens with a man, a man burdened on a mission, a man who is faithful.  Genesis closes with a man on a mission, a man that is faithful, a man who has been told by God before he ever goes through anything what is going to happen.  His brothers are going to bow down before him, etc.  A man who remains faithful right to the end.  You see a tabernacle, Nehemiah is talking about the temple and the temple worship at the end, the worship of God.  You come to the end of Leviticus and it is so interesting.  It’s like it should end a chapter earlier.  Where in Lev. 26:46, [it is talking about covenant]  These are the statutes and ordinances and laws which the LORD established between Himself and the sons of Israel through Moses at Mount Sinai.  And then you have chapter 27 and it’s like “Wait a minute.”  (Lev. 27:1-2) Again, the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘When a man makes a difficult vow, he shall be valued according to your valuation of persons belonging to the LORD.  So He’s talking about making vow and paying off those vows.  He’s talking in this chapter about things that are consecrated to God.  (Lev. 27:14) Now if a man consecrates his house as holy to the LORD, then the priest shall value it as either good or bad; as the priest values it, so it shall stand.  (Lev. 27:28) Nevertheless, anything which a man sets apart to the LORD out of all that he has, of man or animal or of the fields of his own property, shall not be sold or redeemed.  Anything devoted to destruction is most holy to the LORD.  (Lev 27:30) Thus all the tithe of the land, of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the tree, is the LORD’s; it is holy to the LORD.  What do you see at the end of Nehemiah?  What do you see in that last chapter?  You see them in that last chapter saying, “Wait a minute, you’re not doing what you are suppose to do with the things that belong to God.”

It’s very, very interesting and then you come to Numbers.  Numbers 36 ends in a sense in a crazy way.  You think why didn’t it end the chapter before about polluting the land and (Numb. 35:34) … for I the LORD am dwelling the midst of the sons of Israel.  Then He talks about the daughters.  (Numb. 36:6) “This is what the LORD has commanded concerning the daughters of Zelophehad,  [There are no sons.  They have an inheritance.  What are they to do?] saying, ‘Let them marry whom they wish; only they must marry within the family of the tribe of their father.’”  (Numb. 36:7-9) You’re to stay within the family that God has put you in and the inheritance is to stay with the family.  Isn’t that interesting?  It doesn’t seem like a great way to end a story does it?

I had on Turner Classic Movies one night and I was working in the dressing room and I have a TV in there and that’s where I pack and do stuff like this.  This is the only way that I can keep up with the world and know what’s going on in the news.  Somehow I was on Turner Classic Movies.  They had a movie and I can’t even remember the gals name and she was in an accident.  Anyway it was a story about a triangle.  An older sister, a young sister and a husband and finding the husband and daughter together and not being able to remember it because she falls down the stairs and she is blind, etc.  You go all the way through.  I didn’t even see the beginning.  I’m trying to put this story together.  But at the end, the husband who has sworn devotion to his wife, when he finds out that the little sister is doing it to spite him, is going to marry someone else, then in front of everybody (he’s had an affair with her, he’s slept with her and all that.) he buries his head into her abdomen as she stands there and everything and the gal that is rejected was going to commit suicide, but now what she does is she walks out, she’s had another fall and her sights come back, and she walks out in the sunshine and she is beaming.  She is released.  She is released and she’s alive.  You look at the end and then you just see her smiling.  You don’t know what happens to her.  It just says, “The End.”  Then the end shall come.

The question is, how is your story going to end?  How is the book of remembrance that is being written about you going to end?  What will you say when you see God face to face.  You come to Deuteronomy and of course we have the blessings and the curses, but the book doesn’t end.  Then we have the blessings of Moses, chapter 33, but the book doesn’t end.  Then you come to Deuteronomy 34 and the book ends.  How does it end?  It ends talking about Moses.  Moses who was unable to go into the promise land because he sinned against God, because he did not treat God as holy.  Joshua taking over and Joshua filled with the Spirit because Moses has laid his hands on him. (34:9)  Then it says this about Moses.  (Deut. 34:10-12) Since that time no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face, for all the signs and wonders which the LORD sent him to perform in the land of Egypt against Pharaoh, all his servants, and all his land, and for all the mighty power and for all the great terror which Moses performed in the sight of all Israel.  Moses’ life ends.  The book ends.  The torah ends.  The books of the law are completed and here you have a testimony to Moses, a testimony to Moses’ faithfulness although you have an account of Moses frailties.

Then you come to the book of Joshua.  When you come to the book of Joshua 24:15, you see Joshua coming to the end of his life.  You see Joshua standing there with the children of Israel and says, “Choose today whom you are going to serve.”  What gods are you going to serve, you choose.  On this side of the Jordan or the other side of the Jordan, what gods are you going to serve?  But know this, as for me and my house, we are going to serve the LORD.  Joshua had made his choice.  And as you come to the end of it, you have (Jos. 24:31-32) Israel served the LORD all the days of Joshua and all the days of the elders who survived Joshua, and had known all the deeds of the LORD which He had done for Israel.  Now they buried the bones of Joseph, …  It talks about the burial of Joseph’s bones and that’s it.  The books over but Joshua (what) ends well.

When we started this course your first words, the heading of this course was about one man.  What can one man do?  What can one woman do?  If they determined that they are going to serve the Lord.  2nd Peter is his final letter.  He knows that he is going to die.  (2 Peter 1:14) knowing that the laying aside of my earthly dwelling is imminent, as also our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me.  (1:15) So he wants to be diligent so that after his departure they have the truth of 2nd Peter to recall to mind.  One of those truths is, this is not Peter’s devising this is the very word of God.  So then in 2 Peter 3:4 & 8, he wants them to know that yes, the Lord’s comings seems far away and the scoffers are saying where is the promise of His coming but a day with the Lord is as a thousand years and a thousand years as one day.  So he brings this to a close (2 Peter 3:14) Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, [for the day of God] be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless  [Do you think Nehemiah felt blameless before the Lord?  I think he did because how does he close this book?  “Remember me, O my God, for good.”]  Then he talks about (2 Peter 3:17-18) You therefore, beloved, knowing this before hand, be on your guard so that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men [Could Nehemiah been carried away by the error of unprincipled men?  Yes, what were there names?  Tobiah, Sanballat and others.  He could have been carried away by those, even among the Jews, even the nobles, etc.]  and fall from your own steadfastness, but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  What are you going to do when you finish this course?  Are you going to take a vacation?  There is no retirement in the time of war.  No, there is the next book, there are 66 books and God expects us to know 66 books.

Then you look at 2nd Timothy.  Which is Paul’s final epistle.  He knows that he is going to die.  What is he able to say as he brings this letter to a close?  He says, 2nd Tim. 4:1-3) I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His [What?  Now when He appears for the church that’s when the judgment seat of Christ is going to be.] appearing and His kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.  [Why?]  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, …  What does he say about himself?  (2nd Tim. 4:6-7) … the time of my departure has come.  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith.  Paul is the one that teaches us about the judgment seat of Christ because he is the author of 2nd Corinthians and Romans, and both of those talk about it.  He talks about the day of Christ in the book of Philippians.  He talks about rewards and loss of rewards.  The end is coming.  Are you ready for it?  What do you want to happen at the end?  Do you want to be able to say, “Remember me, O my God.”  Do you want to be able to say that?  

When is the first time that Nehemiah says it?  Neh. 5:19.  It is after he’s talked about this controversy, about what the Jews are doing and how their extracting usury.  Then he just stops and he leaves that moment and this is what he says, (Neh. 5:14-15) Moreover, from the day that I was appointed to be their governor in the land of Judah, from the twentieth year to the thirty-second year of King Artaxerxes, [When is the 32nd year of King Artaxerxes mentioned again?  In chapter 13, at the end of the book.  So this must have been written at the end of the book or at the 32nd year.] or twelve years, neither I nor my kinsmen have eaten the governor’s food allowance.  But the former governors who were before me laid burdens on the people and took from them bread and wine besides forty shekels of silver; even their servants domineered the people.  But I did not do so because of the fear of God.  He lived by the fear of God.  Not fear that He’s going to get me, not fear that I have to hide from Him, because there is no hiding from Him but respect and trust and honor and reverence.  Then he goes on and he tells what he did how he gave up his food.  You see that he realized that everything that he has came from God and it was given to him to share, for kingdom work.  (5:19) Remember me, O my God, for good, according to all that I have done for this people.  He did it for others.  He doesn’t say, “Remember me, O my God” again until you get to the last chapter of Nehemiah, the end of the book.  So he says it once in 5:19 and three times in chapter 13 as the book comes to a close.  (13:14) Remember me for this, O my God, and do not blot out my loyal deeds which I have performed for the house of my God and its services.  (5:19) Now I did this for the people.  (13:14) I did it for the house of God.  The house of God was where He was worshipped.  The house of God was the most important structure that there was in all of the world.  Now we are doing it for the body of Christ, we’re to be doing it because we are the temple of God too.  And everything in His temple is to stay holy to the Lord.  (13:22) And I commanded the Levites that they should purify themselves and come as gatekeepers to sanctify the Sabbath day.  [The Sabbath day belongs to whom?  To the Lord.  The Sabbath day is to be a day of rest.  It is interesting to study the Sabbath day.  It is interesting to see that He never revoked it.  It is also interesting to see that everyday is a day that is holy to the Lord.  Whatever your theology on the Sabbath is, the Sabbath is a picture of rest.  He’s dealing with the Sabbath here isn’t he in this last chapter.  He’s dealing with people who are not keeping the Sabbath.]  For this also remember me, O my God, and have compassion on me according to the greatness of Your lovingkindness.  Then the last one (13:31) … Remember me, O my God, for good.

Lets go back and review Nehemiah very quickly, lets get the big picture of this book.  
	Nehemiah 1 - 3.  Distress and reproach because walls down.  What you see are people living in distress and living in reproach because the walls are down.  The walls have not been rebuilt.  141 years before that the walls went down.  They have been down for 141 years and nothing has been done.  [This is what I want you to see.]  One man sees the situation and goes to God, fears God and knows God, [You know this from his prayer in chapter one.] and ask God to give him success in rebuilding the walls.  So he takes action.  One man takes action and he begins his work for the God that he is going to say, “Remember me, O my God, for good.”  For the good that I did for these people, for the good that I did for [what] the house of God, the good I did in regard to the Sabbath [because the Sabbath is a picture of rest.  And rest means you look at what God said and in faith you marry that with the word of God and you rest.  You rest.  You believe God and you live accordingly.]
	Nehemiah 4 - 6:14.  Opposition.  You see opposition.  But as you look at Nehemiah who says, “Remember me, O my God, for good” at the end you can see that opposition did not stop him.  There are so many people that are stopped by opposition.  When they come to stand before Jesus Christ, they’re going to be sorry because (Zech. 4:6) not by might, not by power, it’s by My Spirit says Lord above.  So you have opposition, you see the work of God, which is the wall, threatened from without and getting opposition from within.
	Nehemiah 6:15 – 7.  City wall rebuilt.  You see the wall is rebuilt and the city is secured.  Then what do you have?  You have an account again of the record of the people.  You have names mentioned.  Remember I taught you this earlier, from the very beginning you have all these list.  List of people, and I think that it is to remind us that God knows about us individually and that He is keeping records.  And when the end comes, He is going to judge us justly, according to the things that we have done in our body, whether they be good or bad, according to our works, because our works show the reality of our faith.  Faith is not faith until it is tested.  So what you see is this man building the wall.  Then you see the testing of his faith.  You see the opposition.  (Neh. 6:15) So the wall was completed on the twenty-fifth of the month Elul, in fifty-two days.  What year was it of Artaxerxes?  It was the twentieth year, because it was completed in 52 days.
	Nehemiah 8 – 10.  Revival.  What do you see?  The work is not over.  The wall is built.  [Sometimes we think okay God, I’ll contract with you.  You need this done, I’ll do this, of course I’m going to wait until I earn this and wait until that and wait until I do this and wait until I do that, then I’m going to do it.  You waste those years.  Then you do it and think.  I’m done, time for me to retire.  It’s over.  It’s not over you’re not dead.]  So you have revival (Neh. 8-10) according or through the word.  The books are open and the people begin to weep because they didn’t know what was in the book.  [I want to tell you something.  You have a job and there is no retirement in time of war.  You have a job.  You have been taught this book now teach it to others.  You say I’m not a teacher, then get the NISS and do it with others.  Or come along the side of a teacher but get the word out.  When you sit and when you talk and you rise up and sit down, teach it to your children, teach it to your grandchildren, teach it to others.  So it’s not just a project, it’s the revival comes not through the building of the wall but revival comes from reading of the word and the conviction that comes and obedience to it.  You know what, it’s not the end of the story because many times after revival things fall apart again.  They fall apart because the revival to them was the end of the story.  Oh no, the revival is merely the igniting or the re-igniting or the cleansing that comes through revival that gives you the fire to continue and persevere until the end so you can say, “Remember me, O my God, for good.”
	Nehemiah 11 – 14.  You have the building, not of a wall, but the maintaining the persevering out of the passion for God and His house.  So what you have is, the maintaining of the sustaining of what happens as the result of the revival.  That maintaining is what he is going to do.  He goes away and he comes back in chapter 13 and he is upset.  Why is he upset?  Because Tobiah is in the house of the Lord.  The grain and all that stuff that is suppose to be for the Levites has been pushed out and Tobiah has set up his own quarters and he’s sitting there in the house of the Lord.  This is a political move that has happened while Nehemiah has gone back to see the king.  He comes back and he finds this condition and these men that have compromised because Tobiah manipulates them all.  [You see a revival is wonderful but if you study the history of revivals, which are divine and which come.  The reason that they don’t last is because the people don’t maintain what they got, because the people don’t persevere.  Because the people think that it’s over and they forget the end will come.  It’s not just what God does in your life through the revival it’s what happens in your life as a result of that revival].  So what is necessary, what happens in chapters 11, 12 & 13 is what is necessary for the sustaining of the revival.
Nehemiah 11 & 12  Worship.  11 & 12 is an emphasis on (what) worship.  I am telling you I was just in a sense, when I saw that, I said, “O my God, I haven’t realized how important the singing is.  I just get mad at it, because we sing the same things over and over again.  We don’t sing solemn doctrine.  We don’t sing things that are exalting to the Lord.  They are focused on me and how I feel.  What you sing goes in your mind the error heresy which denied the incarnation that humanity and deity of Jesus Christ.  The error heresy was thread through a song, like a jingle and it was so cleaver and had such a great rhythm to it that even after it was exposed as error, the people kept singing it because they had put it in their minds.  See music goes into your mind.  The words go into your mind.  The way that we worship is so important.  
You know who Bach is?  Jon Sebastian Bach, he loved the scriptures, he had a library of 83 volumes that included the Bible.  This is 1685.  Luther’s writings and the word of followers, he studied 1st Chronicles 25 and he saw about David.  He saw how David appointed singers, how he appointed Asaph and how they were to sing to the Lord and he made that ordinance and he saw that.  He saw the Bible and music hand in hand.  His mission statement was this, to create well regulated church music to the glory of God.  He believed music should exist only for God’s glory.  He sat down to compose and he often scribbled at the beginning of his composition “JJ” ‘jesu juva’ “Help me Jesus.”  Now what did Nehemiah say?  Help me O Lord, help me Lord.  He was constantly calling on God for help.  This is what Bach did and he sat down and wrote that and as the manuscript end he jotted “SDG”  Soli Deo Gloria”  To God Alone the Glory.”  Do you now that he fathered twenty children?  During his life time hundreds of compositions and he never achieved any fame until after he died.  But O when the end shall come, he did not do it for fame, he did it only for the glory of God.  The end is coming.  He looked not for the present day fame.  Some of us won’t serve the Lord unless we’re going to get top billing, unless we’re going to get this kind of fee or this kind of a plane ride or this kind of treatment.  But only for the glory of the Lord.  So in chapter 11 & 12 of what you studied, the emphasis is on worship.  I mark every reference to choirs, songs and singing.  
What do you have in chapter 12.  You have these two great choirs.  You have the dedication of the wall.  So obviously these last three chapters are not chronologically but they are telling us something.  I think they are telling us that after revival there has to come maintenance.  There has to come the sobriety of knowing that the end is coming and we need to be ready.
Chapter 11 what are they doing?  They are inhabiting the city because this is Jerusalem.  This is the city of God, this is where God has placed His name.  Now get out of your villages where it is easier to live and come and live in this city where it is harder to live.  Where the houses still had to be rebuilt, where things are not easy, where you’re not in the open fields and there is still rubble around you.  Come live in the city, inhabit this city.  What do you have?  You have the record of those who move into the city.  The books are kept.  The names are written down.  
Chapter 12 you have the account of the dedication of the wall.  
Chapter 13 Nehemiah dealt with sin.  The end is coming the end of the book is coming.  What does God want to say at the end of this book?  What you see is a dealing with sin.  You see a purging.  It’s not the end of Nehemiah’s life.  The timing is in a sense for me is hard to discern because he doesn’t give us any timing except for telling us that in 32nd year of Artaxerxes, then when he is gone this is what happens, Tobiah moves in.  But when he gets there and finds what Tobiah has done he throws everything out.  He cleans house.  We know it be kind of a revival, the timing of all of this is not important, it’s what God wants us to hear at the end of this book.  How does God want to bring it to a close?  He brings it to a close with here is Tobiah.  You look at it in (13:7-10) and I came to Jerusalem and learned about the evil that Eliashib had done for Tobiah, by preparing a room for him in the courts of the house of God.  [I went through and underlined his reactions.]  It was very displeasing to me, so I threw all of Tobiah’s household goods out of the room.  Then I gave an order and they cleansed the rooms; and I returned there the utensils of the house of God with the grain offerings and the frankincense.  I also discovered that the portions of the Levites had not been given them, …  (13:11) So I reprimanded the officials and said, “Why is the house of God forsaken?”  Then I gathered them together and restored them to their posts.  (13:13) In charge of the storehouses I appointed …   these men   (13:14-15) Remember me for this, O my God, and do not blot out my loyal deeds which I have performed for the house of my God and its services.  In those days I saw in Judah some who were treading wine presses on the Sabbath, … so I admonished them …  (13:17) Then I reprimanded the nobles of Judah and said to them, “What is this evil thing you are doing, by profaning the Sabbath day?  What does he do?  He deals directly with sin.  
[If you are going to have a good end, you had better deal directly with sin.  Not only in your own life but if it is going on with the church, going on in the body, 1st Corinthians 5 says, you deal with it.]
(13:19) … I commanded that the doors should be shut and that they should not open them until after the Sabbath.  Then I stationed some of my servants at the gates so that no load would enter on the Sabbath day.  (13:21) Then I warned them all and said to them, “Why do you spend the night in front of the wall?  If you do so again, I will use force against you.”  (13:22)  And I commanded the Levites that they should purify themselves and come as gatekeepers to sanctify the Sabbath day.  (13:23) In those days I also saw that the Jews had married women from Ashdod, Ammon and Moab.  Their children were not speaking Hebrew.  [I want to tell you something.  You look at the language of children today and you can tell the language that’s going on in the house.  The language of the children shows what they are hearing and the atmosphere in which they are living.  You watch home schoolers today, they are a different breed, a breed apart when they have Godly parents.]  (13:24) As for their children, half spoke in the language of Ashdod, …  (23:25) So I contended with them and cursed them and struck some of them and pulled out their hair, and made them swear by their God, …  He says, “Remember me, O God, for my good” so that must have been good.  (23:27) “Do we then hear about you that you have committed all this great evil, by acting unfaithfully …  He points out Solomon.  Solomon, this man that had everything, this man that had the wisdom of God, this man who had the wealth of God, and this man who broke, at the end of his life, broke God’s covenant (he started intermarrying before the end) but they turned their hearts away.  And the end shall come.  And Solomon is not remembered as David was, as a man after God’s own heart.  Then he drives away these wicked men.  [I’m telling you that’s what needs to be done in the church.]  Sin pollutes the camp.  (13:29) Remember them, O my God, because they have defiled the priesthood and the covenant of the priesthood and the Levites.  They defiled it.  What is necessary for sustaining revival?  It is dealing with sin and the purging of sin.  Put out this wicked man from among you.  Don’t associate with these kinds of people if they profess to know Jesus Christ.  It’s very clear in the New Testament.  (13:30-31) Thus I purified them from everything foreign and appointed duties for the priests and the Levites, each in his task, and I arranged for the supply of wood at appointed times and for the first fruits.  Remember me, O my God, for good.  Let’s pray.

Father, O Father.  May this be our prayer, may this be in a sense, be our life’s mission statement to be remembered for our good.  Not our good but the good that you do through us, the good that comes from obeying You.  The good that comes as we have seen in the life of this man, Nehemiah.  O Lord, O Lord, may we remember and then the end shall come.  May we keep that end in mind, that judgment seat of Christ in mind.  And may we abide faithful remembering that there is a book of remembrance.  And we shall be judged according to our deeds whether good or bad.  We want to hear, “Well done, My good and faithful servant.”   We want to receive a full reward.  Paul says, “I fought the good fight, I kept the faith, I finished my course, hence forth there is a crown of righteousness laid up for me and not for me only but for all those who love Your appearing.  O Father may we love Your appearing.  In Jesus name we pray.  Amen.  

